NEWGATE CALENDAR
JACK BLEWIT
Was taken into Slavery by the Blacks on Pirates' Island.
After gaining his Liberty and returning to England
he became a Highwayman.    Executed in 1713
for the Murder of a Farmer's Daughter
JOHN BLEWIT was born near Bull Inn Court, in the
Strand. His father was a shoemaker, and bred him
up to the same trade. But he had not been bound above
three years before the old man died, and Jack soon after
became too headstrong for his mother to manage him. As
he advanced in years, so did he in vice. In the reign of
King James II. he changed what little he had of the Protes-
tant religion for about the same quantity of the Roman
Catholic, being in hopes of getting himself promoted by this
compliance with the times. He entered under the Earl of
Salisbury against the Prince of Orange, by which means
he got a horse, and he was a professed lover of riding. But
he did not long continue in this military station, for upon
King William's accession to the throne this newly raised
regiment, being mostly Papists, was presently disbanded,
and he was put to new shifts to get his bread.
Fie was resolved to try if he could better his fortune at
sea; so going on board a ship bound for Guinea, sailing
to Old Calabar, they entered the river called the Cross
river, into Pirates' Island, where, after they had taken in
their negroes, and were ready to sail, the master called up
the boatswain, and three men more, one of whom was Jack,
to look out the copper bars that were left, and carry them
on shore to sell. The boatswain with his small company
desired they might have arms, not believing the inhabitants
were so harmless a people as reported. They took with them
three muskets and one pistol, and so rowed towards the
shore; but unhappily their match fell into the water, and
the ship being fallen down lower towards the sea, and they
ashamed to go back without dispatching their business,
Jack went ashore to the first house to light the match*
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